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Dear Bay, 

Should your gall rapture sgsin, ’ey all Keane waste the money for special 
delivery. However, there is none in the country. We get one r»ll a day tad st th*fe 
time our outgoing mail also leaves. So, to baby yen -for you sre quite a taby- 
1*11 drop everything as soon ss I finish this, more s spa si al trip to town and 
3S.il it. 

You are also remarkably selfish. All of as era and to a degree must be, but 
you ere extreme. 



*ou are the men who displayed the remarkably poor taste of telling me just 
how close to G od end entirely unique Mark is, on our first meeting, end the man 
who simultaneously was si lint about his plagiarisms. There h&va been msn|K' and about 
each acd every one you have also bean, silent. In. this you hr.vo not been alone, but 
that does not ex ease you, especially in the ligit of the ehupgss you now .-sake, lore 
you. not silent, for example, about tone of the quite dishonorable things In the 
Playooy Lane interview, where you had personal knowledge? I will not bore you with 
s list ns long as slight thought sill disclose to you. / 

If I try end give credits I aia damned. If I do not, 1 am double dtianed. 

Sow 1st me quote the words of the men who bos been totally silent on ell 
of the so many occasions he has seer, attributed to others whet I first published: 

"What i* the massing of your 2ixa betrayal of your firm commitment to as... 
that you would not challenge my claim to the esrli'st discovery of the double 
heed ait." I am not oca re that it ho pushed. I have in every esse of Which I am 
aware, end this by now includes s number of radio broedeasie and private phone 
calls, said you and I separately end earlier reached the sms conclusion, by 
different means, and that you told ’Thompson about it. As you know, he cause I 
told you, I did not discover it until shout A^ril 1S86. I published it in 
pub date of which was 12/2/56. Generally spesK, whan publishing is at issue, it ia 
the pub dote that counts* I do not and I hove not raised any such issue, in any 
wey, except, pe rhsps, to a mind sick with jealousy. I have on every occasion I can 
sees 11 seid that you separately made the asms discovery. 

Is there anything in either of my letters to dispute this, or to deny you 
priority of discovery, if the t means so mu eh to you? 1 aa unaware of it if there is. 

That you ctey have Bede this discovery earlier I do not now challenge nor 
have I in any way. Where did I- And what the hall kind of a crack is it in this 
sentence to insert, "after being s guest in my home" 1 Should x be ss petty snd child 
ish as you and say 9 wo dsn eliminate that in the future"- %-at is the relevance* 

£fe you for one minute think that if I did or intended anything sinister in 
either of those two letters I’d have immediately sent you a copy* And where is the 
copy of your letter to Emerson 4 Did I ever write and chide you for not extending the 
same courtesy*' r 

r 

3fcaf, the hell is there to * retract*’* Sill you please specify the nstf 




juvenility that so distresses you* Are you esking that I apologize for being 
the first to publish this; / 

/ 

Wers I a saint, as I most assuredly am not, I’s still have to say that 
you try the patience of a saint. What em. X to do or say in returns- If I told 
you shat I think is more than justified, there’ d be another breech among us, and 
there ere already too many. I assume we all have serious objectives and each in 
his own way end in his own capacity will do what he can to achieve th&se objectives. 

ffco only time A harr from you is when you have some such petty - end in 
this case I think nonexistent- gripe. 

Need I remind you the time I take to try and keep you people out there 
informed and informed of whet 1 am doing and what I have learned* I carried at 
some risk and considerable exertion, s briefcase loaded with documents you out there 
had not seen, so you could see end copy them, hnong the extra costs were the ruin" 
of a briefcase that I cannot replace. for .§150.00. Such things do happen on airolanes. 
kad I not '.vented to bring you all up to data, it would not have happened. Maggie 
will tell you that I left them with her for her to copy what she wanted. Is it 
possible for me to be more open, more cooperative, to more jeopardize my own 
selfish interests' Who else hce ever done this among us< I also corresponded with 
Maggie about it in advance. , 

But particular ;y in the face of your own silence when this has happened 
so endlessly with ne and has hurt me so, does your tirade come with poor grace. 

You, who in my home, abused me by telling me all the great things that Lane first 
had done, whan none of it was true, cs you then knew, Bay, that the 

l=3t of my first book# was finished end in the mail to than h=w ‘publishei'^with 
whom I then bed a contract by aid-Iebruery 1936, and that part of its success was 
due to the pirating of my material snd appearances and port to my silence shout it, 
Sometime, if you'd like, whan you are here, you may see my files on this, including 
my correspondence with both Lane end E 0 lt. You, in silfenee, let Lane do these things 
to ms, and neny more of which you know, knowing also that I alone among those whs. k. 
have written on the subject have defended him where 1 believe h can be defended. 

Now be so kind as to send me your letters of protest to Papkin, the KYReview, 
or Avon, over whet Fopkin did, about which I have also been silent. I’ll play you 
the tape recording of the request made to me before publication of his book that I 
sue so they could exploit the* publicity. If you hsve farther interest. I’ll show 
you the identical errors in footnotes and the identical editing of- long excerpts 
of testimony. 

How can you possibly be so indifferent to the feelings of others as you 
so religiously are' You chids me for such trivialities (that really ere non-exist- 
ent) snd make demands upon ms whan I hsve such serious worries and problems that I 
alone among us hsve. I have ay fifth book rxi reedy for publication, hsve for two 
months, and do not dare going fsrthur thafttte mere then >130,000 A am already In 
debt and you throw such chicken chit at me 1 A work on this every day of the week 
with no social life at all, sometimes with? no sleep at all, and my wife has made 
even greeter sacrifices, and you are without protest whan others steel my work or Ja 
tske credit for it, thus robbing us both, and all you can bother me obout is some 
false inuendo xiXtas* your vanity cr jealousy reed into something' 

Why do you think I wrote Mooney the day after I got hone, tired ss I ga 8 , 
end with all the accumulations of three 'Reeks added to the existing backlog, on 
a holiday when others were relaxing and enjoying themselves' Why do you thi-k I wrote 
Mooney, not for publication, rather than Braerson, for publication' Is this the way 
had I such Intent, to •'steel” something from you? Why do you think I went to the 




trouble, took the time, to -rite you end others and to +> 

***&•, which, little ss it cost ton* ,„! !?: to th ® ® x P«nse of phoning 

of devious plot to *• fraud you- aJ why "do vou U this 80819 kind 

the long time required for such a letter to" . I „ v,erit '_ Peeples s and then took 

thett irom you Involve in that too* Is th - La there some subtle 
if you can he rational, tha 

1 did or sought* Is it not obvious the- in 7 - Y a selfish thing 

relations I had .with each person and ^organizeSoS " * “•*** j80?ardlz ® d «» 

^ certXr^rtS^rn^Lg^: aTof^^ ^ ^ ^ ™ 

not do. i have, because I am closer to th- Archive „ '++I? hi ? f ason taiit 1 
ma. i have voluntarily offered specific document a “when 8 ^° ne esJ ® d of 

to tne wor< oi others. I have even asked 0 , .they were appropriate 

could be of valuewould interest them. I continued t -> 1 ha * ’ that 1 fhou^it 

the things I dia on a basis of confidence inSi 80 *? i8 evea after ®«» of 

first because of it in the works of others. *. 0 «t ° mil9X *» *>*•"•« 

tionorablo people* and IM rather haln t , r x ^ r©ople 1 aeal -^th $ re 
may ail come closer to achieving what we all 1°'^ rlsIC in S ° dolns do tiiat we 
credit others, even making mia^TVL ^LT & 20119 0Ut of «J to 

all this small stuff in my mind. „hen I 

A w rot.a everyone else in ‘-he ti&L& with V I **,, *^ A u0 m ? last work, 

» a «"“*• - <5 

Because you so severely criticize me, may 1 ask the- „„„ u 
who oas published who has d-ne this* * 7ou 3bow raa ona other 

whether you like it or not, mine wa<* toe fire- f 

essential material and of almost all of it “for thi 7 ^ a0Urcs ° f 31 V th ® 

I credit anyone else. You certainly know that I miblV-w 8p0 , J -° gi2 ®» no 'r need, 
you told me you also knew of it 7 h - TO J ‘ iohed * fl ® douole-head hit before 

of the fact that you discovered* it earlier! B |hat more ca^T^ ° f ita importance and 
you decently exnect of ne. rw n t “ C3D- ^ inore con 

make it moZ Site' 5 JJ 1 ^ t0 * dd my Serial to your ma to 

Bid I offer to have an sfrist do^ r-el lob^n t0 SteSl or stesl cred it f*om you- 
you, and, if necessary, to arrange its *^+ r -lto u! " 0l ^ m anuscrlut, at no cost to 
what 1 could about diJtriLt™ 8 ^ A “«* tel! you 

because I was. not sole to o e *t tr ° , * ■■ ad lfc lrl " u0I ' c plscee, it is 

about my books without speaking of your monograph' 3 l°Lve°5“ ti 3 ! inele bookstore 
very few. ' * apn. x neve .jao time to speak to 

And 1 am a 'stressed so'wiliin^to S Saould be . a:;llmusa of yourself, 

such pettikess, which is firJt ^th^^ra^ttS 

ins me °lZTl f ° d f8itl1 by send - 

demand of you. J s * COi *sustency :ould seem to 

if you ever write me in this vein again, I will not answer. 



I have taken another glance at your letter, pleese c -r>lMv = 
How xe n you possibly justify doing precisely that which 
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wrote. I phone/l bis producer to try and arrange not a show on my New Orleans book 
but the airing of Jim’s speech (by your concept, I presume this, too, was selfish© 
ness ) . 1 then told, her about you, your monograph, how to get in touch with you, etc. 
For it was then I learned they war-, siring Thompson that night. As you know, I had 
not h;.d a chance to road the 3S?oet wars ion while I was in Celif. I road it on the 
plans back. I believe all cf you underestimated what he is really up to, and I 
informed all of you what x my analysis is. Sven if I had premised not to writs 
the Post ( perhaps I did, I do not recall), I think you should understand that 
after I read the-' piece and understood wbst we: involved, 1 had to writs. 

I repast, I am distressed end disturbed to find you sc utterly selfish and 
self-centered, so smell and so narrow— end so oblivious of .the feelings of ethers. 



Sincerely 




